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"And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us . . ." John 1:14a

EDITORIAL
The Incarnation
"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth."
This is the message of Christmas—The Eternal Word
became incarnate in a man. The Son of God became a
carpenter in Nazareth.
The word had been spoken and light appeared; the
world was formed; and myriads of stars came into existence.
The word was spoken and as Sinai shook and smoked the
law was given. The word was spoken as prophets proclaimed God's justice, His righteousness, and His judgment
and nations rose and fell.
But the spoken and the written word that could bring
order out of chaos; create matter out of nothing; and reveal
God's will and moral demands lacked the redemptive quality
to write "God's law upon the heart." The word spoken and
the word written lacked the power to transform. It was
the Word Incarnate that could transform and make all
things new.
In the Incarnation, God became identified with the
human situation. The word became flesh—born of woman.
He took on our human limitations. He encountered the
power of temptation. He experienced suffering and heart
break. He knew rejection and dishonor. He experienced
the ultimate indignity—death. But this self emptying of
the incarnation and the self giving of His crucifixion had
a redemptive quality no word spoken or word written had
ever had.
If I read the New Testament aright its message in
essence is this: God was in Christ in order that Christ may
be in us. The Incarnation has as its purpose the reincarnation of Christ in every man. It is the New Testament's expectation that His followers will be so transformed by His
grace and so filled with His Spirit that the world will behold His glory in the lives of individual Christians and
supremely in His church which is His body.
There is one more element in the redemptive drama
in which the church is engaged. Not only was Christ's
glory revealed in the Incarnation. It was also hidden. Inherent in the Incarnation was God's identification with the
human situation. It is not sufficient that the church proclaims the word spoken or publishes the word written. The
church must share the word in love and compassion and
identification. The church to be true to the Christmas
message must be self-emptying and self-giving. We too
must be touched with the feeling of the world's infirmities.
If we are to be true to the Christmas message the church
must experience with a lost world the futility and emptiness and hopeless of their existence and from this position
share the Good News of salvation.
The Apostle Paul interprets the Christmas message when
he says "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

EVANGELICAL
Volume LXXX

VISITOR
Nkimber 26

Official Organ of the Brethren in Christ
Church, published bi-weekly by Evangel Press,
Nappanee, Indiana, to whom subscriptions
should be sent.
Editor: John B. Zercher, Box 166. Nappanee,
Indiana 46550, to whom all material for publication should be sent.
Editorial Council: John E. Zercher. Editor;
Henry A. Ginder, J. Wilmer Heisey, Owen H.
(2)

that, though he was rich, yet for your sokes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might be rich."
Is not this the meaning of the Incarnation and the message of Christmas?—He who was rich became poor that we
who are poor might become rich and now being rich
become poor in order that those who are poor might become
rich.
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Editors of denominational papers such as the VISITOR
are interested in aiding the work of the church, recognizing
certain special occasions, and speaking to obvious needs.
This makes it difficult to find in these papers a strictly devotional article. However, w e believe that the lead article
is one of devotion. It w i l l w a r m your heart and a d d new
meaning to the season.
This issue has an international character to it. W e spend
Christmas—through its p a g e s — i n Central Africa (high on the
tablelands on a brilliantly clear n i g h t ) , in Japan (as busy
as our own American Christmases), in Zambia (a Christmas
they w i l l never f o r g e t ) , and in Bethlehem (where many of
us w o u l d thrill to spend one of our Christmases).
(Continued on page seven)
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God's Gift to a World
That Has EVERYTHING
Roy J. Peterman

that had everything which human ingenuity
conceive, the angel announcement came on that
Tfirsto could
Christmas day: "I am here with good news for you
A WORLD

which will bring great joy to all people. This very night
in David's town your Savior was born—Christ the Lord"
(Luke 2:10-11 TEV)!
This was God's gift—a Savior who is Christ the L o r d to men who had everything the world could give, but
lacked anything to redeem and purify what they had. And
still to us of the twentieth century who would seem to have
everything is this gift proffered. A Savior has come to
transform our great abundance of wealth and power and
knowledge from ways that curse into paths of blessing and
abundant living.
This is the heart of our Christian faith: the conviction
that God has sent a Redeemer to save, to heal, to bless!
God's Gift

This gift made the first Christmas. Like the advent of
Christmas today, it had been long awaited. In fact the
Jewish people had looked forward with great anticipation
to the coming of the Messiah. Their prophets had foretold
the advent of a new and glorious age, with the coming of
this gift. All their hopes centered in an Anointed One
who was to come and redeem His people. A familiar hymn
expresses their anticipation and hope:
O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
In a sense they looked forward to the first Christmas,
whereas we look back upon it. God's gift has been given.
Emmanuel has come! A virgin has conceived; a son has
been born; He has been called Emmanuel—"God is with
us" indeed!
I remember the thrill that came to me one day in the
laborious work of trying to learn Hebrew grammar. The
el at the end of the compound word I recognized as a
contraction for Elohim (God); the em was the preposition
with; the manu was the form of the pronoun us. I put
them together; with us God; yes, that is it—EmmanuelGod is with us.
What a gift it is! God has given Himself. As one of the
Church Fathers, Irenaeus, said: "Jesus Christ, in His
Roy J. Peterman is the pastor of the Manor Rrethren
in Christ Church near Columbia, Pennsylvania.
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infinite love, has become what we are, in order that He
may make us entirely what He is."
Meaning of This Gift

There is no doubt but that we make extensive preparations for Christmas. No other day seems to command
more attention. Weeks ago you began buying and wrapping gifts, baking cookies, addressing cards, inviting guests,
decorating your home. You may have been so busy with
these joyous activities (sometimes laborious if we miss
the true spirit of Christmas) that you were like the young
people's committee that planned for a Sunday evening
program.
They planned the evening with care. Everything was
done to create a mood of reverence and worship. They
had arranged for a powerful light to shine forth from the
manger, symbolizing the glory of the newborn King. On
the evening of the program, a child wandered up on the
platform and looked into the manger. After taking a look,
the little one turned and started back to his mother, but
in a very audible voice exclaimed: "Mommy! Mommy!
There's no Jesus in it."
We can forgive the program committee, but does it
have to be said of our Christmas preparations: "There's
no Jesus in it"? As Christians we cannot approach Christmas unaware or indifferent to its real meaning. The real
meaning of Christmas and the gift of Christmas is summed
up in that word incarnation.
Many mysteriously wonderful events happened at that
first Christmas. An angel appeared to Mary and told her
she was to be the mother of the Messiah. Consider the
mysterious turn of events which resulted in this baby being born in a stable; meditate on the angelic proclamation to the shepherds; follow with those wise men as they
pursue that star. Yet the greatest miracle of all is the incarnation, the miracle of God becoming man.
"God is with us." How can it be? Yet this is the witness
of the New Testament. "The Word became flesh and
tented among us" (John 1:14). He who was in the form
of God was bom like man and appeared in human likeness (Phil. 2:7). "In him the whole fulness of deity dwells
bodily (Col. 2:9). Christ is they very stamp of God's nature
(Heb. 1:3). The Christmas carol sums it up:
Veiled in the flesh the God-head see,
Hail the Incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwellJesus our Emmanuel.
Rut why? Why Christmas? Why this gift? What is
the purpose in God becoming man? Why this gift to a
world that would seem to already have everything?
The incarnation is for us. God became man for our
salvation. They called the boy Jesus, meaning "the Lord
(3)

is salvation" because He shall save His people from their
sins. All that our world has: its wealth, its power, its
knowledge, has only brought it to the brink of destruction.
To our world that has lost its way, God's gift is given.
He is among us to show us how to live, to redeem and
heal and sanctify our ways that they may bless instead of
curse. And being among us He "was put to death for
our trespasses and raised for our justification" (Rom. 4:25).
Sometimes today we become concerned about the high
cost of Christmas. But may we never forget that the most
expensive Christmas has already been paid for. And in
the light of the incarnation and the resurrection, may we
come to the unshakable conviction that in Jesus Christ,
God has fulfilled His promises to send a Wonderful Counselor, the Prince of Peace, to be with us.
Fact Must Become Faith
If this is the Christmas fact (God in Christ became
man for us and our salvation), then it must become our
Christmas faith. Our celebration of Christmas must proclaim this event—that it is central to our life, our salvation,
and our hope.
Christmas becomes significant when God's gift to men
becomes His gift to me. When accepted in faith Christmas
becomes a personal experience. Christmas is receiving
God's gift and rejoicing in the gift of His Son.
J. Colwell tells us this story. Many years ago there
was a severe lack of water in a town in southern France.
It was a hot summer; no rain fell for months, and as the
people always suffered from the want of water, this
dry hot season greatly increased their sufferings, and many
of them died. A few miles away from the town was a
range of hills, in which were some precious springs of
water; but the labor and expense of bringing the water
to the town was so great that very little of it could be
brought.
In this town lived a young man called Jean. He was
industrious and good, and was shortly to be married to
a beautiful young woman whom he dearly loved. But all

at once the marriage was put off, and the young man began to go about in old clothes, took very little to eat, gave
up his pleasant home, and went to five in a garret. In
short, he became a thorough miser. He went to bed in
the dark to save candles, begged other people's cast-off
clothing, and very .soon changed from a blithe young man
into a wretched-looking old one. His charming bride-tobe forgot him and married another man. The children
called him names in the streets, and everybody shunned
his house. After many years of wretchedness he died.
When his relatives went to search his room, they found him
almost wasted to a skeleton, and all his furniture sold,
while the old man's body was lying upon a heap of straw.
Under his head they found a will.
Only then did it become known why forty years ago
Jean had given up his young bride, his pleasant home and
his happy prospects. He had been so saddened by the
suffering of the people for want of water, that he determined to devote himself day and night to working and
saving, so that the people might have water brought to
them from those distant springs. How everybody blessed
that old man! A reservoir was made in the hills, pipes were
laid under the ground, and the water was brought into the
town so freely that its inhabitants never suffered from
thirst again. Jean did not create the water, neither did
he make the people thirst; he simply brought the living
water and the dying people together, and he sacrificed
himself to do it.
This is a parable of God's gift to a world that seemingly
has everything. Jesus did not create those great springs
of love and mercy in the heart of God; they have always
been there. He did not make a world that has gone
bankrupt through the wrong use of its resources. But He
did bring these springs of love and blessing down to a
world that was dying for the lack of it. He is the channel
through which God's love comes to us.
To a world that has everything except a Savior the
greatest gift known unto men has been given! God has
given Himself—Emmanuel—a Saviour who is Christ the
Lord!

A DANISH CHRISTMAS IN AFRICA
Norman A. Wingert

experienced Christmas in America, in GerW
many, in Austria, in Japan and in Hong Kong, but
never have we enjoyed one so unique as the one of 1962
E HAVE

at a lone Danish Baptist mission station high up on the
tablelands of Central Africa. It was really two celebrations: Christmas Eve in the home of the Danish missionary family and Christmas Morn in the mission's African
church.
The Christmas tree in the Danish home had wax
candles, not electric imitation. Like in America, the presents lay under the tree. Christmas dinner was eaten on
Christmas Eve. Danish custom prescribed red cabbage,
This article is from the book by the author entitled
PROSAICS due for publication later this winter.
(4)

rice, potatoes, and three kinds of meat. In the dish of dry
rice were hidden two almond nuts, the finders of which
were entitled to two colorful packages of bonbons on the
table. After dinner, letters and presents were opened (in
Denmark Christmas mail is left unopened until Christmas
Eve), and then all joined hands in ring-around-the-tree
singing of Danish hymns and carols. Came ten-thirty, and
all the children went to bed, that is, all went to bed, for
at Christmas all are children.
I once went to sleep to the tinkling of cowbells on a
Swiss mountainside. It is amazing how far the tinkling
carries on a stilly night. Here, too, on this Christmas Eve
night, I again heard the tone of a bell that was sounding
as far and clear over African mountains as did the cowbells in Switzerland. It was half past two, and the
measured soundings of the gong was calling Africans
Evangelical Visitor

from their grass huts to a Christmas candlelight service
in the mission church scheduled for four o'clock.
I cannot convey to you the magic of that night. As
we walked to the church, the stars were shining crisp and
bright in the rarefied air of a 7,000-foot elevation. The
dipper was there, and just above it the Morning Star. The
brilliant star was standing just over the church, and we
so easily imagined ourselves on the way to Bethlehem.
Literally it was "Silent Night!" And literally it was "Holy
Night!" And literally "all was calm and all was bright!"
The African populace lay sleeping—or so it seemed to us
—in their "heaps-of-hay" huts that dotted the hills and
valleys around us.
We arrived at the church a few minutes before four
o'clock. We found it already filled. How and when the
people got there I do not know, for we heard no commotion. Dozens of little candles were lighting the church
on sprigs of holly. The whitewashed walls helped the
candles.
We were shown places at the front near the Christmas
tree; indeed, so near that one of the branches, on which
was a candle, was to stroke my face all during the program.
By the light of the candles, we now surveyed the audience
that we were facing. Both adults and children sat there
almost statue-like. We noticed that some were very poorly
dressed, some better, a few elegantly. Some of the mothers
were draped in colorful materials that resembled the
Indian sari. Except for an occasional cough or a sniffle
the place was perfectly quiet.
It was not the people who at this stage engaged our
major attention; it was the quiet, the stillness both inside the church and out, that bore in on our souls. For
five long minutes it lasted. Then a lever clicked, and
Christmas carols from a battery-operated record player
filled the room. Some of the carols were in English, some
in German, some in Danish, some in Kirundi. I do not
know about the others, but inside me there was, paradoxically, a deep and pervading peace and a tumultuous joy

that called for a bit of covert eye-dabbing.
So it was nearly half past four when the program proper
began. There were Scripture readings, prayers, messages
and musical numbers that lasted until daybreak. The
program had been well-planned, and it moved along
smoothly, all of it in the Kirundi language. Most unusual
number was that of a mothers' choir; they all had children
either in their arms or on their backs while they sang.
One mother had two, one in front and one on her back.
Another was nursing her baby while offering public prayer.
Before the main Christmas message, I brought greetings
to the group. "Christians in many lands are rejoicing with
you today," I said, "and you must know that you are not
alone in your faith in Christ; you belong to a larger group
of believers around the world, and are included in the
'whosoever' of John 3:16 who have the promise of everlasting life. This is the real meaning of Christmas. May
Christ have been born in all of our hearts, if not in the
past, then today."
With the closing prayer came the break of day. By
the time the sun appeared over the horizon, most of these
friendly African Christians were returning to their grass
hut homes. Several dozen of the church leaders repaired
to the missionhouse for coffee and another hour of social
intercourse and hymn singing. In the informality of this
fellowship hour, one of the officials, on behalf of the group,
asked that we extend their thanks to fellow Christians in
the United States and Canada for commissioning Mrs.
Wingert and me to bring food and clothing to needy people
in Africa.
So Christmas Day had arrived on the high tablelands
of Central Africa. The day was still young, but for us the
celebrations were at an end. Although only seven o'clock,
we had already eaten our Christmas dinner and attended
a Christmas service.
The celebrations were over, yes, but we cannot forget
the mystic inspiration of those pre-dawn hours of Christmas, 1962.

BETHLEHEM — And the First Christmas Eve
Dr. T. A. Lambie,

is a beautiful name. It sounds pleasant to our
All Christians love that name because our Saviour
Bwas ears.
born there and, as we all know, it means House of
ETHLEHEM

Bread or House of Meat. Whether it was so called from
the wheat and barley fields which surround it and, incidentally, where the first wheat in all the world originated,
or whether it was called so from the generosity of its people in giving bread to those who had none; we do not
know.
We ourselves eat Bethlehem's bread every day of our
lives. Recently we had some missionary guests from Egypt
who said—"We have no good bread like this in Egypt."
Bethlehem's bread is better—better still the Bread from
heaven that came down one night long ago. No place has
a better right to be called House of Bread than does
Bethlehem.
December 18, 1967

Bethlehem

Bethlehem was not always a kind place for weary
travellers. At the entrance of Ephrata or Bethlehem poor
Rachel died and was buried by the roadside. Bethlehem
provided no better place for heaven's King than a stable
and a manger of "tibn." Not the fragrant timothy or clover
hay but "tibn" the straw, broken and soiled by the feet
of the animals who walked on it for weary hours in threshing out the wheat.
"I fear that my little son, my little Jesus will be born
tonight," the Virgin may have said as she entered the stable
and how she longed for some better place for the great
event, but she meekly bowed her head to the hard circumstances that met her. Joseph did what he could to
make her comfortable with his calloused yet tender carpenter's hands.
(Continued on page twelve)
(5)

TOKYO
CHRISTMAS
John Graybill

(Dated December 28, 1966, we saved this animated account from
January's mail, so that you could enjoy it with Christmas coming
up again. Page E d . )

earlier in December with our English
C
classes and with Yamaguchi-ken folk living in Tokyo,
youth group, Lucille's cooking classes—with 48 in attendHRISTMAS PARTIES

ance . . . But the climax, of course, came with the Christmas weekend.
Weather-wise it could not have been more "un-Christmassy." Michael, in shirt sleeves, washed and waxed the
car on the 24th, while Eddie and I cleaned the yard and
dug around the trees and plants.
On the evening before Christmas we had a baptismal
service—in the neighboring Baptist Church, since we have
no pool for this in our set-up. Three received baptism.
Afterwards we went back to our home and had our first
candlelight Communion Service. This was a precious experience—the first Communion Service for most of the 21
present. Afterwards we had further fellowship and tea
till about 11:30 p.m. Five Japanese guests remained with
us for the night. Cille and I went to bed about one o'clock.
a

*

*

#

*

To announce our Christmas meetings and to tell about
the true meaning of Christmas, our church group had
placed 3,000 flyers in the local Saturday newspapers.
Christmas Day!

People—adults and children—began coming and going
from 8:30 in the morning. With Sunday school planned for
the afternoon, we began the worship service in the school
hall across from our house a little earlier than usual and
had a wonderful time in the Lord.
The place was packed out. Seven guests from our
local community were present.
We sang and sang to the music of the big new organ
which the music school had recently purchased It seemed
I had special unction that morning in preaching, and the
Holy Spirit was working in hearts. When the invitation
was given for those who wanted to repent and accept the
Lord Jesus as Saviour, eight responded, all adults. During
this time of deciding and waiting on God, one could hear
sobs and weeping from all around the room. Nothing of
great outbursts, but quiet sobbing and weeping their way
back to God.
We dealt with the eight in a general way first and then
later upstairs, where we sought to lead them to the Lord
one at a time. Two of the ladies said they want their
husbands to have the same experience.
Then we had a memorable time of testimonies from
those who had been baptized the night before. There
had been one couple, but as the man had had to go to
work at five that morning, the wife had to speak for both
of them. This was a most moving experience. She tried
to talk but after one or two sentences, she had to stop and
(6)

Kindergarten English class on straw mat floor in a bedroom of
our house. Another way to gain entrance for the Christ Child's
Story!

weep. Talk and then weep again and so on! Her heart
was so full of the joy of the Lord and this was her reaction. The entire congregation was much moved by her
testimony and by the young man's greetings which followed. After they sat down and I got up, it seemed
there were very few dry eyes in the entire group. God
surely moved and blessed that morning. Tears are not
common in Japanese services.
It was soon one o'clock. We quickly took a group
picture for our church album and then many went home,
others staying for the Sunday school at 1:30. The kindergarten class met on the first floor of our school building;
grades 1 and 2 on the second floor; and grades 3 to 6 in
our house. All told, about 131 attended—84 being children
and the rest, parents. Everyone seemed to have a good
time.
By 5 p.m. everyone had left for home and things were
pretty well cleaned up. The children were waiting, Debra
almost bursting with excitement. The church had decided
to keep the evening of the 25th for the family and this
was a wise move. Everyone was happy and after a quick
supper and worship the presents were opened. What a
time! All of your gifts from home were greatly appre-

The lady facing the camera is the one who was baptized, with her
husband, last Christmas and who gave her testimony in the Christmas service. The lady to the extreme left was baptized at Easter.
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ciated. And now the children have the task of writing
thank-you notes—not so much fun!
Two guests dropped in. They left about 11 o'clock, the
children went to bed, and then papa and momie got busy
making up the stockings. I did most of this work, as
Cille was busy in the kitchen making filling for the Christmas dinner planned for Monday the 26th. For a special
treat for the children, we had used some of the money my
sister Martha sent and bought a 19-pound turkey. Cille
and I stuffed the turkey together, finishing just at midnight.
After this busy, busy wonderful day with both Japanese and our family, we finally sat down on the couch by
the tree and had a quiet time together. Do you know
what we did? Listened to the Monday night campmeeting sermon of Leroy Bomgardner and the many other short
talks on the tape. The singing of campmeeting did bless
our souls that night — and thinking of the Christmas
church services you were attending and the family dinners,
14 hours apart from us, that you would soon be eating.
We went to bed at 2 a.m. while you in the homeland
enjoyed yourselves with family dinners and fellowship.
»

»

o

«

a

Sunday night, an old man who comes here to our meetings said, "I'm an old man but this has been the most
joyful Christmas ever that I can remember." "I'm a
Christian for almost twenty years," said Ito sensei on Monday morning, "but this has been the most spiritual Christmas and wonderful in every respect which I can remember." Several others made similar statements.
Our hearts are filled with praise to God for His faithfulness and blessing. We enter the New Year not in
fear but in confidence, expecting even greater things from
the Lord of Lords and King of Kings.
M i s s i o n a r i e s R e t u r n for

Furlough

Misses .Ruth Hock, Eva Mae Melhorn, and Evelyn
Noel plan to arrive in Philadelphia on December 30.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Mann and children David,
Cheryl, and Michael are scheduled to arrive in
Baltimore, December 21. The Manns will reside in
the Missionary Home, Grantham.
These missionaries have all been serving in Rhodesia.

CHRISTMAS IN ZAMBIA
"Christmas Day was Far Different Than W e Had Anticipated"

We missionaries in Zambia had our annual "get-together" at Choma Secondary School on the 21st; and" on
Christmas Eve, our Macha family. Christmas night everyone here at the mission joined in a carol sing.
But Christmas Day was far different than we had anticipated.
Glenn started the day by preaching a funeral sermon in
a village; and I, by preparing tea for the Minister of Agriculture, a member of President Kaunda's cabinet. At lunch
time we shared a cold lunch, on this very hot day, with
our overseer and several of his guests, one of whom was
the Resident Secretary of the Southern Province here in
Zambia. These prominent guests were all in the area at
this particular time to attend the funeral that I mentioned
previously. Death does not respect holidays.
God is allowing us to reach many, many people in
everyday contacts. Mission work is not always composed
of big success stories but of quietly filling our roles and
leaving a certain fragrance among those whom we contact.
Pray that others may see Christ in us.
Glenn and Verna Schwartz, in a
January (1967) letter

From the Editor
(Continued from page t w o )
It may not be quite so apparent but there is a Christmas
theme in the letters on the Christian Ministries p a g e . These
young people, and many like them, w i l l not be home f o r
Christmas. The meaning of Christmas has taken them to the
new frontiers of our w o r l d — t h e frontiers of human need.
Here life is marked by ignorance, physical suffering, hatred,
and hopelessness. In the true meaning of Christmas—The
w o r d has been made flesh a n d dwells among them. Let
us thank G o d for each one and remember them in our
prtiyers at the Christmas Season.
To all of our readers the editorial and publishing staff
at Evangel Press send wishes for a Blessed Christmas Season.

Returning to Rhodesia

Miriam L. Heise—to teach in the Secondary School program at Wanezi Mission.

December 18, 1967

Nancy J. Kreider—to assist in Teacher
Training program at Mtshabezi Mission.

Erma Lehman—to teach in the Secondary School program (Home Ec. field) at
Matopo Mission, and to b e matron of
Matopo Ladies Lodge.
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TEN

COSTLY—INEXPENSIVE

GIFTS
for TEENS

Youth

Paul Hostetler

meeting where a youth worker was speakAT Aingrecent
a woman in the audience responded:

"If you really want to be helpful, tell us precisely how
to get along with our teenage children."
It's a question, no doubt, that many parents would
like answered because the gap between the older and
younger generations seems to be wider today than it was
in the past.
Even Christian parents need to be reminded that a
sound relationship between two people rests on mutual understanding, affection and respect nurtured over a long
period of time. If the parents have estranged their children by 15 years of bullying, punishing and making unrealistic demands, they're not going to suddenly develop a
harmonious relationship with them by latching on to
a few right methods.
Dr. John D. Black, who for many years served as
counsellor at Stanford University in California states that
many people over 40 resent youth. "They are a painful
reminder of the passing of time—of lost opportunities, of
approaching obsolescence, even our own mortality." With
this in mind he lists some good ways to earn the respect
and love of teenagers.
Parents, here are ten Christmas gifts you can give at
little cost and much cost to you.
1. Read what teenagers are reading and discuss it with
them. Find out why they are reading it and what they're
getting out of it.
2. Don't attack features of adolescent culture which
are meaningful to its members. Each time we walk into
the house and say, "Turn off that miserable racket" or
"What's that junk you're reading?" we widen the gap. We
are saying we don't understand them and, what's more,
we don't plan to make the effort.
3. Ask more questions—and then listen better. Young
people are very ready to answer questions which convey
a genuine interest in understanding some aspect of their
culture. They do resent invasions of their personal privacy
and are very sensitive to subtle clues that an adult is
patronizing or disapproving.
4. Don't over-generalize. Watch it, especially when it
comes to condemning an entire age group for the behaviour
of a small minority.
5. Don't he impatient with youth's impatience. Of
course they are impatient: we have taught them to be.
If we want a new freezer, we want it now—well pay later.
They are impatient about such things as completing their
education because it's a problem they're grappling with,
here and now.
' 6. Don't react in a stereotyped way to superficialities.
Trivia crop up in every attack upon today's youth. Much
(8)

CHRISTIAN E
-

Sunday

of the criticism is made by intelligent and responsible
adults who should know better. Long hair doesn't mean
dirty hair. Bare feet or sloppy clothes do not make one
a bum.
7. Do not try to dictate important personal decisions.
Your sons and daughters should be encouraged to make
more and more decisions for themselves. A wise parent
will help his son to think through a problem on request,
but will refrain from forming an opinion himself. Extreme
youth, of course, requires more guidance.
8. Don't threaten to withhold fees or allowances.
These should not be treated as though they were a bribe
or reward. Whether such coercion succeeds or fails, it
destroys the relationship between student and parent.
9. Make home a sanctuary. Your home should be a
retreat to which a son or daughter can return, in triumph
or defeat, in victory or disgrace, and know he will be
loved, accepted and respected.
A tenth item could be added for Christian parents.
10. Spend more time talking to God about your children, than talking to your children about God. But don't
bother telling them you're praying for them. They'll
know, and they'll be impressed.
This list by no means exhausts the ways and means of
getting along with teenagers. Perhaps you are a parent
(or teenager) who can add to it from your experience or
observation. I would welcome hearing from you.

Atlantic CC's Hold "Bale In-Blast O u t "
FIBST Atlantic All-conference Halloween Party was
TthanHEsponsored
by the Youth Council on October 28. More
three hundred-fifty youth from twenty Brethren in

Christ churches came in hayrides via wagons, trucks, cars,
and buses. Excitement sparked as the party-goers, obeying signs to the wrong farm, were met by an angry man
and rifle shots.
The neighbors, Jesse Dourtes, hosted "Bale in-Blast
out." The Ethnics, a Messiah College folk trio, captivated
their audience, seated on crowded rows of strawbales in
that limited-capacity barn. During an intermission, hot
chocolate and donuts delighted the hungry in a nearby
corn barn.
To conclude the party, Bishop Byers challenged his
Atlantic youth to first discover God and then discover
each other. When everyone crept through the strawtunnel exit, he knew that the sign marking the entrance
"Enter at Your Own Risk" had been only a "trick": the
party had actually given the season an extra "treat."
Youth Council foresees a big two-conference party for
New Year's Eve.
—Phyllis Dourte
Evangelical Visitor
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Home

for the day, Lee Whiston, dropped a bomb
in the middle of our comfortable weekly luncheon
meeting of Christian businessmen in midtown Manhattan,
when he asked us, "Are you fun to live with?"
Most of the regular members of the group had from
time to time confessed problems pertaining to family.
But with Lee's question our comfortable Christian concern for our families was shattered. Lee suggested that
if Christ really had His way in our lives, our families
would enjoy living with us.
Well, we have never forgotten Lee's question, and each
of us lives with it daily and refers to it in the group from
time to time. God used that question to check my own
motives and attitudes. Why do I want my wife or my
children "to be more Christian" at times? Is it because
I want God's best for them or because I want God to
change some annoying trait in their life that is creating
a problem in mine? Is my motive really love—or am I
using God to nag my family?
I'll never forget a time several years ago when I had
been having a faithful devotional time each morning (and
my wife had not) that I greeted her very irritably at the
breakfast table. She had the Christian love to suggest
that if this is what my "quiet time" was doing for me,
maybe it would be better for me to spend the time in
bed. Going to work on the bus that morning, I saw how
I had been misusing that time in the morning, and was
only feeding my self-righteousness. If I had really been
spending time in God's presence, it would make me a
different person at the breakfast table.
UR VISITOR

The Most Difficult Place

The home is the most difficult—and rewarding—place
for any Christian to put his faith to work. It's much
easier to be effective and loving and faithful and gentle
with people we only see from time to time. Unfortunately, we cannot fool the people who share our home. I am
convinced that we are what we are at home!
Years ago I actually thought it was my family that held
me back. Now I see that God has given me at least one
place where I can test how far I have come in this new
life and relationship which Christ offers.
The home is the place where God speaks most clearly.
I would rather hear God speak through almost anyone else
than my wife or my children. I can usually "take it" when
He speaks through the minister, or through a friend, or
through a book, or through His Word. But to recognize
God speaking through my wife's loving rebuke or suggestion takes a great deal more grace. And if God is to
speak clearly, whom can He use better than the one who
sees me most clearly, loves me most, and understands my
needs the deepest?
At the heart of our Christian conviction is the belief
that God wills newness of life, peace, joy, and love, not
only for individuals, but for families. Here are four things
that God has been trying to show our family over the years
so that we can co-operate with His purpose and plan for
us.
December 18, 1967

A gift suggestion for the home.

ARE YOU FUN TO
LIVE
WITH

Bruce Larson

The first is the most difficult. If you really want God
to make your home new, you must let Him begin with you.
It is difficult for the member of the family, whether parent
or child, who thinks he is "farthest along spiritually" to
make the first move in a total surrender of his will and life
to Christ. The instinctive thing is to hope that the others
will catch up to us so that we can go "all the way" together. This is never the case. One member of the family
must be the spiritual pioneer and become totally vulnerable to the others in the family for Christ's sake to initiate
God's action in a home.
I remember a couple who were married for nine years
and who were living in hell. She claimed that he was romantically and emotionally cold and escaped from the
home at every opportunity. She was involved in all manner
of civic and social and church organizations to find meaning for her life. Her husband on the other hand destested
the kind of homemaking and cooking that his wife did
(or rather did not do) and said that he could not feel warm
towards somebody who was so irresponsible in the home.
Each suggested that should the other change, he or she
would follow suit.
One day the wife came to see me, on the verge of divorce. She could take it no longer. I will never forget the
miracle that began to happen when she promised Christ
on her knees, that she would be everything that her
husband wanted her to be as a homemaker, for Christ's
sake. She went home then, not out of a sense of duty but
out of a new and deeper experience of God's love, and
began to minister to her husband out of the fullness of that
love. It took about a year for the husband to respond
totally and to face up to the person God wanted to make
of him as a husband.
Many of us live in a stalemate and cry "Unfair! Unfair!"
But the only way to break a stalemate is for one to go all
the way. Each going half way is never God's solution for
a marriage.
There is an amazing verse in I Peter 3:1 that says,
"You wives be submissive to your husbands so that some,
though they do not obey the word, may be won without a
word by the behaviour of the wives." (That verse applies
equally to husbands!) How wise Peter was in sensing that
we are not to talk about our faith at home, or if we do,
to talk very sparingly. The thing that counts is to live a
new and radiant life day by day and to be "fun to live
with."
A second thing that our family must learn again and
again is how to love God's way. We are all aware of
how children learn to manipulate their parents. They know
how to "butter up" Father for an increase in allowance,
the use of the car, or permission to do something forbidden.
The tragic thing is that most adults relate to each other
in just the same way only with a little more sophistication.
(Continued on page twelve)
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Lettergraphs
From Donald Zook, Bulawayo, Rhodesia
Besides Book Room, etc., "Giving guidance to the five church
congregations in the Bulawayo townships is also a stimulating
assignment. W e find many times that the problems are too big for
us to solve, and that the Lord works them out in His own way
(much better than ours!) as we commit them to Him. Anna
Ruth and Edna Switzer have been doing visiting one afternoon
a week, and it is encouraging to see some of the children of older
church families who had 'escaped' to the jungles of Bulawayo
start to come to church in Bulawayo.
"There is also an interesting development in that some of the
women have started Bible Study groups in their own homes in the
Mpopoma area. Will evangelism in Africa follow the pattern of
evangelism in Japan?"
From Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, Wycliffe Bible Translators,
Mexico
"All three of us are looking forward to returning to the village
again and taking up where we left off in May before going to Oklahoma where Carl taught linguistics and I was group hostess . . . Then
after returning to Mexico from the States, August 29, we worked
on some literacy materials at our Mexico City headquarters until
Sept. 30, so that Carolyn could start school in a classroom situation before going to the tribe. (When a family is in the tribal
area, Mother is usually the teacher.)
"We will appreciate your continued prayers as we adjust to the
village life again. This is the rainy season, when the trails are
nice and oozy. Mud is just something one learns to live with,
however, in a climate that yields 120 inches of rain between the
months of June and January."

About the MIRROR
A wholesome school paper, like the Hallmark card's traditional
claim, can
warm a heart
p a t a back
tickle a funnybone
boost a morale
start a tradition, etc.
Now, after reading parts of THE MIRROR, Choma Secondary's
(ZAMBIA) school paper, I would add,
hearten a supporter
reflect happy learning situations in classrooms
revive stirring memories
awaken affection
arouse admiration for pupils and teachers
move to tears or to laughter
THE MIRROR was inaugurated this year, apparently on a monthly
basis during school terms, under the editorship of Dorothy Gish
and her associate, Miss Bruff (Pilgrim Holiness). Art Editor is
Lona Brubaker. Then follows a long list of student reporters for
classes, clubs, and special features. Congratulations to all for a fine
Christian school paper!
"The need for a school paper . . . was brought sharply to
focus as our first Cambridge class passed out of our doors," wrote
Principal G. Brubaker in t h e foreword of the first issue. "It is
very desirable that we keep record of former pupils and also
that the growing number of present pupils be kept aware of the
various activities of the school.
I am delighted therefore to find that there are those who, with
the cooperation of the English Department, are willing and able
to take up this challenge.
" W e will all be happy also to see pupils' taking up their pens
and discovering the pleasure of seeing something that they have
written appearing in print . . . "
Same reasons for a school paper in Zambia as for one in the
U.S.!
Perhaps later w e can give our readers a taste of the serious
purpose spiced with humor and mixed with pathos that pervades
THE
MIRROR.
Page Editor
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Michael Brown, a member
of the Chino Brethren in
Christ Church, serving under the MCC's Teachers
Abroad Program in Kenya
since 1965.

"Emusire Secondary
School, P.O. Box 14
Maseno, Kenya,
East Africa
August 2, 1967
"Thank you very much for your letter and for your
interest in us MCC workers. I am very glad you are acting as sort of a mediator between us and our Brethren in
Christ Church at home. I do consider myself a representative of our church and our Lord. Isolation often
clouds over this perspective, however, so I am happy
for any connections with the Christians at home. Personal
correspondence, of course, is always possible, but usually
gets pushed aside in the midst of a busy schedule. That's
no excuse, but it is a fact.
This year I teach thirty 40-minute periods a week.
Eighteen periods are spent teaching English to two classes
of Form III boys. At least six of these periods are spent
preparing them for the external test on set works of literature at the end of their fourth year. The remaining
periods are spent in other reading, writing, debate, and
a little remedial grammar. I will carry on with these
classes next year.
Six periods of my load are for Religious Knowledge
instruction for the same two classes of boys. We are
following the East African examination syllabus which
covers the four Gospels. This is a two year syllabus, so
I will most likely be teaching the same boys next year
as well.
The remaining six periods of my load are for Religious
Knowledge classes for two "streams" of Form II boys,
who are one year behind the Form Ill's. Emusire has its
own syllabus for this year of schooling. We try to consider
the social aspects of the Gospel. So far we have covered
courtship and marriage, the family, and have done a
long self-evaluation. We also did a brief study on death.
I do not devote much time to preparation for this class,
and as a result I'm not very happy with our accomplishment. Next term I think we will start with a consideration of some questions which non-Christians frequently
ask: the problem of suffering and evil, the destiny of those
who never heard of Jesus Christ, etc.
Besides teaching, I am in charge of our library. By
profession I am a librarian, not a teacher, so naturally
this is my pet project. However, I find my teaching assignment so pressing that I tend to let the poor old library
Evangelical
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slide. Next term I think I will simply have to set aside
some time for the library, no matter what happens to my
teaching. Except for this vacation, I have devoted most
of my holidays to the library and so have accomplished
something in the way of improvement.
I serve as sponsor for the Christian Union organization.
Here, also, I am not happy with what I have done. This
year, however, we did initiate the idea of work projects
and spent parts of two Saturdays doing something besides
listening to speakers. One Saturday we planted 90 eucalyptus saplings around the school boundary and on
another we cut down the bushes around the home of an
old woman who lives next door to the school.
Yours very cordially,
Michael Brown"
These two letters have been written to J. Wilmer
Heisey, Director of Christian Service Ministries.
These represent and speak for the many men and
women who are serving around the world in the
name of Christ.
Remember at the Christmas season in your prayers
these ministers of Christ as well as those who serve
in needy areas in the United States. Their names
are listed in the Missions Directory (October 9
Issue).

ZAMBIA

RHODESIA

Training Center. We have built the building and started
classes for the refugees in our area. There are about
three thousand refugee families in our area.
Our school has been going for six months now and the
people seem very interested in the program. The
students can choose what subjects they would like to
study. We have sewing, home improvement, agriculture,
carpentry, mechanics, civics, hat making (Vietnamese
hats), basket making and religion. In our first few short
terms, we have had over one hundred people participate. The school runs for two months followed by a
two week vacation and then a new two month course begins again.
I am an advisor to the mechanics class. We have all
Vietnamese teachers. My job is to help the teacher make
out the lesson outlines and help solve any problems we
may encounter.
I guess I had better close for now, so God bless you.
Sincerely,
• Ken"

Kenneth Keefer, a MCC
PAX man serving in Vietnam since 1966. Kenneth
is a member of the Free
Grace Brethren in Christ
Church.

"World Relief Commission, Advisory
Team # 3 , Box 125
A.P.O. San Francisco
96258 Sept. 1, 1967
"I received your letter about one week ago and thought
I had better write to you. The letter was stamped 'missent to Saipan, Mariana Islands.' So I thought maybe
you were waiting for my reply on your letter.
I started my term of service in April 1966. I came
over to Vietnam under Mennonite Central Committee and
joined Vietnam Christian Service which is made up of
Church World Service, Lutheran World Relief and Mennonite Central Committee, with the Mennonite Central
Committee administering the program. After joining
Vietnam Christian Service, I was lpaned to the World
Relief Commission in Hue. This is where I have been since
that time. I am working with the Refugee Vocational
December 18, 1967

Joe and Elaine Haines,
serve at Beit Jala in Israeli territory (since the
June W a r ) . Their daughter Christine, was born
there April 2, 1966. Joe is
a member of the Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, Brethren in
Christ Church and served
an earlier term of PAX
service in Jordan 1959-61.
John D. Martin, a member of the Elizabethtown
Brethren
in
Christ
Church, serves as a teacher in Newfoundland under
the MCC. Other Brethren
in Christ personnel serving there are Mr. and Mrs.
Noel Falk from Souderton, and Marilyn Ebersole
from Palmyra.
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The following excerpt from H. Frances Davidsons book, South
and South Central Africa . . . reports the final steps taken by the
Jesse Engle missionary party in the selection of the site for the
Matopo Mission.—Feature Editor

T h e Founding of Matopo Mission
Part IV-SELECTTNG THE MISSION SITE
URING the two months we remained at Bulawayo efforts
were made to secure a suitable location among the
Matopo Hills. Mr. Rhodes' letter had been delivered to
the government officials, and they generously undertook
to assist in locating the work. The first place to which
they took Brother Engle—the one recommended by Mr.
Rhodes — was found to have been surveyed by a private
individual. They then made another selection, about thirty
miles southeast of Bulawayo, the place now known as
Matopo Mission, and they agreed to give us here a Mission
Reservation of 3,000 acres. The officials, as well as other
Europeans in Bulawayo, rendered us much assistance.
In addition to these the Seventh Day Adventist missionaries also greatly helped us on the way. These had a
mission station about thirty miles west of Bulawayo, and
about fifty miles from the place selected for us; and while
we were waiting in Bulawayo, they kindly took out, at
different times, Brother and Sister Engle and Sister Heise,
for a visit to their station.
The time came for us to move out to our location among
the hills, and the question of how we should get ourselves and our goods to the place was becoming a serious
one. Transportation, like everything else in the interior of
Africa, was exceedingly expensive. In this emergency Mr.
Anderson, of the Seventh Day Adventist Mission, offered
to come that long way with his donkey wagon and move
us for half the sum required by a regular transport driver.
It is difficult for the reader to form any conception of
what these various expressions of kindness along the way,
coming so unexpectedly from entire strangers, meant to
that little band of missionaries out in the heart of Africa.
Even as I write these things, after a lapse of sixteen years,
and live over the events of that time, tears of joy unbidden come and my heart wells up in gratitude as I again
recall these evidences of the wonderful "faithfulness of a
faithful God."

D

Editor's Note

This is the final article in the feature "Today's Yesterday"
which has been edited by our church archivist, Dr. C O . Wittlinger.
W e take this opportunity to express our appreciation for these
revealing and moving glimpses we have had of our past through
this feature. W e do not intend for this to be the last w e hear
from Dr. Wittlinger through these pages although "Today's Yesterday" now becomes history.

Bethlehem
(Continued from page five)
He came that night. Our Lord Jesus Christ came to
that inhospitable place. He came from the glory of His
(12)

Father's presence and an innumerable company of angels
to that poor shelter in Bethlehem.
From Bethlehem's hill, for Bethlehem like Jerusalem,
is built on a hill—a wide view may be had. Far to the east
are the blue mountains of Moab, where dear Ruth was
born, a notable ancestor of our Saviour. Closer at hand
can be seen the fields of Boaz, where she gleaned "handfuls of purpose" after the reapers and where we too may
glean the handfuls of purpose left for us. The dim light
of the shepherds' fire could probably be seen and surely
that Glory light from heaven must have briefly illuminated
the whole landscape. Closer at hand were a hundred tiny
flames of fires and lamps showing from Bethlehem's doors
and windows.
Suddenly there was heard in the stable, a clamor of
voices from just outside on Milk Grotto Street. "Who is
there?" Joseph may have called out, "Who calls so late?"
"We are shepherds seeking for a new born king about
whom angels from heaven told us. Is He here? Is there
a newly born Babe here? There is? Oh, we are but rude
shepherds, but may we see Him? May we see the One
about whom the angels sang?"
"Yes, yes, come in," said Joseph, "come in and see Him.
See, He is yonder, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in the manger, for we have no cradle for Him."
"Swaddling clothes and lying in a manger," the shepherds repeated in awe. "Just what the angels of God told
us and now we have found Him. The Saviour who is Christ
the Lord." They sank to their knees in adoring praise. A
long time they knelt before the manger where the Little
Lord Jesus was quietly sleeping.
A long time they spoke with Joseph and Mary, relating the minutest details of their soul-stirring revelation.
The blessed Virgin heard with starry eyes. Perhaps she
told them of Gabriel's coming to her. Perhaps she told
them of Elisabeth and Zacharias' son. Certain it is that she
kept all these sayings and pondered them in her heart.
She never forgot that night—that Christmas night!
So may we, too, never forget that night. May we, too,
in our heart of hearts kneel before that manger and do
homage to Him who came. Especially on this Advent
eve may our hearts grow tender and rejoice, for "Lo, the
Saviour of the world is come," and thus may our souls
be blessed this Christmas time in remembering Him.
—The Evangelical Christian

Fun to Live With
(Continued from page nine)
When God's love captures us and we have the resources
from within to live out I Corinthians 13, we no longer have
to manipulate people, but are free to be vulnerable to
them and to their demands. This is what Christ meant
in the great commandment to love one another as He has
loved us. We have the promise that this kind of love never
fails.
God's love working through us is permissive and unconditional. That means it is not conditioned by people's
responses to us but by God's abundant supply in us. It
offers freedom to others rather than rigidity. We should
never force family prayers or church attendance on an
unwilling spouse or grown children. If Jesus Christ has
truly made us new, we then have the resources to live so
that they will want to pray and worship with us.
Evangelical Visitor

My wife and I laugh often at how we must continually
learn to give love in terms meaningful to the other. Each
of us would rather give love in ways that we enjoy giving
rather than in ways the other enjoys receiving. How many
hundreds of times in our thirteen years of marriage have I
come home to a freshly baked pie.
When God has spoken to her and convicted her of
some failure in our relationship, she has often expressed
her love or repentance by baking me a pie. Now I don't
especially like pie, but I have had to eat an awful lot of
it in thirteen years!
In the same way, I have come home ready to hug and
kiss and whisper sweet nothings to a spouse with whom
I was in most unlovely or in violent disagreement a few
hours earlier. At such a time romance is the last thing
that she wants from me!
Well, the thing that we keep learning from God is what
to do after He has changed one of our hearts. We need
to ask Him how to express this new love that we feel so
that the other can receive it unmistakably. God wants to
love people through us and He has to show us His unique
strategy for loving each person He sends us.
One of my favorite contemporary theological works is
the comic strip "Peanuts." Some months ago poor old
Charlie Brown was coming home from a baseball game
muttering "Three hundred and forty to one! . . . I just
don't understand it! . . . And we were so sincere!" How
often I have been sincere in expressing a new love God
has given me for someone at home or in the office or elsewhere, but my strategy was all wrong. We need more than
sincerity and a change of heart. We need to let the Holy

Spirit show us how He can get through us in ways that
will be meaningful to those on the receiving end.
Undivided Attention

I got a great deal of help a few years ago from a
small group we belonged to in Illinois. One of the couples
was concerned about a pre-school daughter, their- only
child. The father, who was extremely busy in all manner
of church, civic, and scouting activities, felt that he was
so out of touch with his daughter that he would have to
drop some worth-while activities and spend more time
with her. He tried this with no results. One night he
came to the group radiant. We knew that God had shown
him a new dimension. He told us that God had revealed
to him that it was not more time that his daughter needed,
but all of him for a brief time each day. He said he had
been aware that when he was playing games with her or
reading to her or doing things with her that he always had
part of his mind on something else or was carrying on a
conversation with his wife, or was watching TV. His
daughter never had more than half of him. She reacted
to this (as all of us do) and had all the symptoms of being
unloved and rejected.
When God showed this man that one of the ways to
love is to give another our undivided attention, his daughter was literally transformed and the relationship took on
a new dimension. This same thing is true for husbands
and wives, brothers and sisters, roommates, etc. I will
always be grateful for this lesson and have to learn it
over and over again in daily life.
Reprinted from Faith at Work.

Used by permission.

(Concluded in next issue)
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MESSIAH

Admission Counselors
Mr. Paul Snyder, Mr. Timothy Miller and
Mr. Larry Moyer from the Admissions Office
have been acquainting high school students in
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Washington,
D.C. areas with the program of Messiah College. Since October 1, they have visited more
than one-hundred and fifty high schools. This
program will continue o,n through the spring.
November 9-11, Mr. Snyder and Mr. Miller
met with the New Jersey Personnel and Guidance Association, where they had a display
booth and distributed information about the
College.
Leighton Ford Crusade
Messiah College faculty, staff and students
were involved in the Leighton Ford Crusade
of Greater Harrisburg. Professor Earl D.
Miller co-ordinated the music program; John
Hess, a sophomore and music major, served on
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the staff of organists. Others served as counselors, sang in the choir, worked in the bookstore or as traffic directors.
On November 7, Dr. Ford visited campus
and addressed the students in daily chapel.
Ministers Conference Planned
February 12, 13, 1968, are the dates that
all ministers will want to reserve for the Ministers Conference to be held at Messiah College. These sessions will be an excellent opportunity for in-service training and challenge
to ministers interested in serving their congregations more effectively. This is the third consecutive year for the event.
Dr. Allen Honored
Dr. Richard Allen is publishing a book
which is an atlas on significant features in the
fine structure of the ciliates. The Harvard
University Press had offered Dr. Allen a contract to include this publication in the Harvard Books in the Biology Series.

Another recent honor given to Dr. Allen is
an invitation to be listed in the Fifth Edition
of the Dictionary of International Biography.
Each name included in the volume will carry
a biographical sketch and a listing of his
achievements.
This 1968-69 edition carries biographies of
people who have made outstanding contributions in the fields of arts and sciences from
continental Europe, the United Kingdom and
the United States.
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CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Liquidation of the parsonage indebtedness
of $1,250 was one of the Rally Day goals of
t h e Antrim congregation, Pa. This amount was
raised, and a note burning ceremony was
held during the worship service.
A farewell covered-dish meal was held by
the Antrim Women's Sewing Circle for Miss
Erma Lehman before her return to missionary
service in Africa. She is supported by the
Antrim congregation.
The Ross Morningstar family from the Hunlock Creek mission pastorate shared in Antrim's annual Thanksgiving service and received the offering of foods brought to the
service.
"I Love to Tell the Story" was the title of
a skit presented by the W M P C of the Mt.
Rock congregation, Pa. Miss Gladys Lehman,
Dr. Virginia Kauffman, and Rev. and Mrs.
Marlin Zook have spoken in recent prayer
services.
In the absence of Pastor Harry Bert, who
conducted revival services for the Canoe
Creek congregation, the pulpit was filled by
Rev. Hess Brubaker, Rev. George Farah and
Rev. Earl Brechbill. Rev. John A. Brubaker
served as evangelist for the Mt. Rock congregation.
Rev. E. J. Swalm was evangelist for services
held by the Pleasantview congregation, Pa.,
November 19-29. Special music was provided
b y local groups and guest singers. Rev. and
Mrs. Marlin Zook spoke about mission work in
Japan during the Sunday School hour, November 26.
Messiah College student Connie Engle, folk
singer and violinist, was guest artist when the
Senior Highs of Carlisle congregation, Pa.,
had breakfast together, November 26. In the
Sunday morning service Ethan Book, Jr.,
Houghton College student, spoke about summer mission activities in the inner city of
Cleveland, Ohio.
The Youth Department of the Grantham
Sunday School, Pa., recently saw the film,
"Yes, But . . ." which deals with the problem
of racial intolerance in American society.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Elmer M. Books of the Fairland congregation, Pa., accepted a call to give several weeks
of service in the remodeling of the building
recently acquired b y the San Francisco Mission.
The Skyline View congregation, Pa., held
a Harvest Praise Service, Sunday morning,
November 19. The food offering was given to
the Graybill Brubaker family, missionaries on
furlough.
A large group of persons attended the
Sunday evening worship of the Valley View
congregation, Va., November 19, when the
Hawks Trio, Princeton, W . Va., presented an
hour of gospel music. Attendance in the
morning worship service of this extension
church was sixty-seven.
Christ's Crusaders of Cross Roads, Pa.,
planned a service when local members shared
by word and picture recent distant travel
experiences: Mrs. Paul Hess spoke about
Nicaragua; Mrs. Warren Heisey, Alaska; and
Mr. Daniel Wolgemuth, Europe and the Near
East.
CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Bis'hop Roy Sider reports in the Canadata
that the Delisle congregation, Sask., recently
dedicated a newly-constructed bi-level par-

(14)

Symbols of God's Blessing
Editor's Note: The bulletins and news releases from the congregations reported numerous Harvest Meetings during the fall
months. The Zion Congregation (Kansas) used
a different method to express the spirit of
Thanksgiving. We felt it would be of interest
to the readers of the Visitor.
Distinguishing features of Kansas rural life
were aptly displayed by members of the Zion
congregation in their annual Harvest Meeting
on October 25. Using symbols of their own
choosing, families told of God's blessing manifested in various ways.
In this unique service of thanksgiving, families used a pitcher of water to symbolize the
abundant rainfall in the last year; an ear of
sweet corn, complete with butter and salt, to
represent a bountiful harvest for family enjoyment and for sharing with others; and al-

sonage. T h e congregation also dedicated an
electric organ for use in worship.
In a recent Sunday evening service, sponsored by the W M P C of Wainfleet, Ontario,
Miss Sally Thiesen showed pictures and spoke
of her work as a nurse at Madhipura Christian Hospital when she served under MCC
in India.
Guest speakers for the Fall Lovefeast at
Wainfleet were Rev. Harvey Stickley and
Rev. Dale Ulery, who also shared with the
congregation in a week of revival services.
Bishop Roy Sider recently conducted an
installation service for the deacons appointed
by the Stayner congregation: Mr. and Mrs.
Allen Lebeck and Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Sheffer.
Rev. Edward Gilmore ministered in revival
services at Stayner. H e was joined in Bible
Conference messages by Rev. Dale Ulery and
Miss Velma Brillinger. Bishop E. J. Swalm
recently spoke and showed pictures of his
trip to the Mennonite World Conference,
and in the absence of Pastor Sheffer, Rev.
Marshall Baker ministered to the congregation.
In the Harvest Praise service of the Cheapside congregation, Ontario, the congregation
honored Pastor Paul Nigh and his family with
gifts of food and money.
Rev. Rupert Turman served as evangelist
in twelve days of spiritual enrichment meetings at Cheapside, Ontario. A record number
of visitors attended these services.
The Christ's Crusaders of Springvale, Ontario, enjoyed a fellowship evening which
featured a spaghetti supper.
Rev. George Sheffer led the Springvale
congregation in a week of evangelistic services. Miss Miriam Heise gave an illustrated
talk about her mission activities just before
her return to Africa.
T h e youth of the Walsingham congregation,
Ontario, enjoyed an evening of social activity,
December 1. Part of the evening was spent
bowling; later Rev. Ross Nigh showed slides
of his European tour.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Uniontown congregation, Ohio, held
an informal farewell at the H. P. Heisey farm
in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Eduardo Llanes.
A gift was given to them in appreciation for
their help in local youth meetings and Vacation Bible School.
Rev. William Engle conducted two weeks of
revival services at Uniontown during October.
Revival and evangelistic services of the
Leonard congregation, Michigan, began with

falfa hay and milo to denote good crops despite the weather which was both too wet and
too dry during the past year.
•Placing a tool box on display, one family
expressed gratitude for prayer answered in the
form of employment. Another family was
especially thankful for the fun and fellowship
of a family get-together last summer, and depicted this with a roll of film shot at their
reunion. A container of milk reminded those
present to thank God for supplying all that
went into its production. A dollar bill represented financial prosperity, and two families
used loaves of bread to symbolize God's goodness and blessing that was theirs in the past
year.
These items on display at this Harvest Meeting were symbols of God's goodness to His
people and of their gratitude to Him.

a Sunday evening program in word and song
by the Galileans Quartet, Walled Lake, Michigan. The following evening Rev. Henry Landis
joined the congregation for the first of a Biblecentered series. The quartet returned to sing
five more nights during the two weeks of
services.
Ten new members were enrolled by the
Carland Sunday School, Michigan, during the
Forward Campaign. Homecoming Sunday was
observed October 1 with former pastor, William Engle, returning as guest speaker. Rev.
and Mrs. Engle and daughters, Lome and
Phyllis, also presented messages in song.
Two couples were honored by the Carland
congregation recently. Mr. and Mrs. Martin
Turecek were presented with a gift during
the Sunday school hour in honor of their
fiftieth wedding anniversary. A farewell dinner was held honoring Mr. and Mrs. David
Smith who just completed service at Camp
Lakeview.
The well-known Hartville Singers presented
a musical program in t h e Sippo Valley Church,
Ohio, December 3.
The Christ's Crusaders of Springfield, Ohio,
presented "A Review of Pilgrim Thanksgiving
in Music, Reading, and Chalk Drawing," on
November 26.
PACIFIC CONFERENCE
The Open Bible Community Church of
Sunnymead, Calif., was the winner of the Pacific Conference Forward Campaign with an
increase of 91% during the month of October.
The average attendance January-February 1967
was forty-five; the highest attendance during
October was one-hundred six. Prizes were
offered to those bringing new persons to
Sunday school, and each Sunday Pastor Wingerd operated the electric train, placed on the
platform, to indicate that day's attendance.
"Six Girls Face Change" was the title of a
skit presented by the Colonists in a Pioneer
Girls' program, November 12, Chino, Calif.
In an attempt to involve the entire family
in church activity and to find enough nights
for the various programs of the church, the
Upland congregation, Calif., now concentrates
on Wednesday evening activities. While the
Boys' Brigade, the Pioneer Girls and the Good
News Clubs are meeting, the adults gather for
Bible study and prayer fellowship. Pastor Smith
reports that this plan has increased participation in midweek activities.
REVIVAL MEETINGS
Roy Sider at Montgomery, Pa., January 3-10.

Evangelical Visitor
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BARNHART—Eric Drake, born August 9,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Barnhart, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
BERT—Melissa Mae, b o m April 4, 1967,
adopted by Rev. and Mrs. Harry Bert, Mt.
Rock congregation, Pa.
BESECKER — Kathy Ann, b o m October 26,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Besecker, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
CARBAUGH — Crystal Lynn, born July 19,
1967, to Mr. and M r s . Marvin Carbaugh, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
CHRISTMAX—Kevin Dean, born October 17,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. George Christman,
Five Forks congregation, Pa.
FUNK—Lisa Ann, born July 1, 1967, to Mr.
and Mrs. John Funk, Five Forks congregation,

Pa.

HORST—Douglas Lamar, received by adoption November 4, 1967, by Mr. and Mrs.
Daniel Horst, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
ICKES—Ronald Lee, born September 2 1 ,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Barry Ickes, Springhope congregation, Pa.
NIGH—Larry Arnold, born September 15,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Nigh, Springvale congregation, Ontario.
OLDHAM—Jeffrey Mark, born September 3,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Oldham, Springhope congregation, Pa.
SHOOP — Carla Jean, born November 15,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. David Shoop, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
STAMBAUGH—Merlin Joseph, born October
30, 1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Stambaugh,
Montgomery congregation, Pa.
STEMPFLEY—Janet Elizabeth, born to Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Stempfley, Sippo Valley
congregation, Ohio.
WAGAMAN—Gregory Lynn, b o m April 30,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Wagaman,
Five Forks congregation, Pa.
ZOOK—Brenda Dawn, b o m October 30,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Zook, Zion
congregation, Kansas.
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BENNER-GOOD — Miss Shirley Ann Good,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Good, Manheim, Pa., became the bride of Mr. Paul B.
Benner, Bird-in-Hand, Pa., in the Manheim
Brethren in Christ Church, November 11,
1967. Rev. Grant G. Noll, brother-in-law of
the bride, officiated, assisted by Pastor Allon
B. Dourte.
BORELL-HELMUTH—Miss Shirley Jean Helmuth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Helmuth,
North Lawrence, Ohio, became the bride of
Mr. Gregory Paul Borell, Massillon, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Borell, October 14, 1967,
in the Sippo Valley Brethren in Christ Church.
Pastor Marion Berg officiated, assisted b y
Rev. Eli Hostetler, Jr.

*

HEISE-FREDERICK — Miss Phyllis Frederick,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Frederick,
Palmerston, Ontario, became the bride of Mr.

December 18, 1967

Merle Heise, son of Rev. and Mrs. J. Allan
Heise, Hamilton, Ontario, August 19, 1967.
The ceremony was performed in the Palmerston United Church by Rev. Pelley, assisted
by the father of the groom, Rev. J. Allen
Heise.
HEISE-SIMPSON — Miss Barbara Simpson,
daughter of Rev. William Simpson, Hamilton,
Ontario, became the bride of Mr. Roger Heise,
son of Rev. and Mrs. J. Allan Heise, Hamilton,
Ontario, September 2, 1967. The ceremony
was performed in the St. Stephen on the
Mount Anglican Church, Hamilton, by the
father of the bride, Rev. William Simpson, assisted by the father of the groom, Rev. J.
Allan Heise.
HOLTRY-ZOOK—Miss Carol Lee Zook, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Zook, Chambersburg, Pa., and Mr. Dennis Lee Holtry, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Holtry, Roxbury, Pa.,
were united in marriage in the Mowersville
Brethren in Christ Church, November 11,
1967. Rev. William L. Rosenberry officiated,
assisted by Pastor Leon J. Herr.
HOOVER-ROHRER — Miss Dorothy Rohrer,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rohrer, and
Mr. Boyd Hoover, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Hoover, were united in marriage November 19, 1967, in the Antrim Brethren in
Christ Church, Greencastle, Pa., by Pastor
Harvey Musser.
JACKSON-PATRIQUIN—Miss Carolyn Patriquin,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Patriquin,
Hamilton, Ontario, became the bride of Mr.
David Jackson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ted
Jackson, Pugwash, Nova Scotia, October 28,
1967. The ceremony was performed in the
Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church, Hamilton, by Pastor J. Allan Heise.
LAMOURE-LONG—Miss Shirley Esther Long,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Yorkley Long,
Vienna, Ontario, and Mr. Wayne Clarence
Lamoure, son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Lamoure, Frogmore, Ontario, were united in
marriage in the Houghton Centre Brethren
in Christ Church, October 2 1 , 1967. Rev.
Alonza Vannatter officiated.
LEBO-MEYERS—Miss Judy Meyers, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Meyers, Greencastle,
Pa., and Mr. Leon Lebo, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Lebo, Mechanicsburg, Pa., were
united in marriage September 16, 1967, in
the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church by
Pastor Harvey Musser, assisted by Rev. Simon
Lehman, Jr.
MILLER-MARTIN — Miss Barbara
Martin,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Martin, and
Mr. Larry Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mec
Miller were united in marriage November 11,
1967, in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church
by Pastor Harvey Musser, assisted by Rev.
Nelson Martin.
RUTT-WINGER—Miss Joanne Winger, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Winger, Grantham, Pa., became the bride of Mr. John
Rutt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rutt, Lancaster, Pa., August 6, 1967. The ceremony was
performed in the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church by Bishop Arthur Climenhaga.
SCRANNAGE-WILSON — Miss Patricia Ann
Wilson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Wilson, and Mr. Wilbur Lloyd Scrannage, son
of Mrs. Mary Scrannage, both of Collingwood,
Ontario, were united in marriage November
4, 1967, in the Trinity United Church, Collingwood. Their pastor, Rev. Christian H.
Sider, performed the ceremony.

TOVEY-LACOMBE — Miss Janetta LaCombe,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur LaCombe,
Hamilton, Ontario, became t h e bride of Mr.
Allan Tovey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earle Tovey,
Hamilton, October 2 1 , 1967. The ceremony
was performed in the Ridgemount Brethren
in Christ Church, Pastor J. Allan Heise, officiating.
TRAYNOR-FOLLAND — Miss Lucille Folland,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Folland,
Hamilton, Ontario, became the bride of Mr.
John Traynor, son of Mr. and Mrs! Raymond
Traynor, Hamilton, October 14, 1967. The
ceremony was performed in the Ridgemount
Brethren in Christ Church by Pastor J. Allan
Heise.

CARBAUGH—Mrs. Frances Carbaugh, age 8 1 ,
Greencastle, Pa., passed away November 13,
1967, at her home. She was a member of the
Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by her husband, John;
two sons: Merrill and George; seven grandchildren and one sister.
The funeral service was held at the Green
Hill Presbyterian Church. Her pastor, Paul
Z. Hess, officiated. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
KIPE—John C. Kipe, age 45, passed away
at his home, near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, November 22, 1967, after three years'
illness. He attented the Antrim Brethren in
Christ Church, Greencastle.
H e is survived b y his wife, Jane; three
daughters: Mrs. George Ringenary, Fayetteville, Pa., Mrs. Gary Martin, Scotland, Pa.,
and Miss Kathryn Kipe, at home; and his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Kipe, Kauffman's Station, Pa, Three grandchildren and
three brothers also survive.
The funeral service was held in the Antrim
Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Harvey B.
Musser and Rev. Roy Brake officiating. Interment was in Ringgold Cemetery.
TUCKER—John Edward Tucker, Wainfleet
Township, Ontario, was born October 6, 1904,
and passed away November 25, 1967. H e was
united in marriage to Gertrude Gilmore in
1926. In a revival, held in 1932 b y the late
Bishop D . R. Eyster, h e was converted and
later united with the Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church.
Besides his wife, he is survived by one son,
Donald; and one daughter, Mrs. Jean Vittie;
six grandchildren, two brothers and one sister
also survive.
T h e funeral service was conducted by Pastor Edward Gilmore in the Wainfleet Brethren
in Christ Church. Burial was in the Maple
Lawn Cemetery.
WINGER—Mrs. Irma Zimmerman Winger
was born July 7, 1897, and passed away
November 22, 1967. In 1919 she was united
in marriage to Irvine Winger. She was converted in 1933, was baptized and united with
the Brethren in Christ Church at Sherkston,
Ontario. Their membership was transferred to
the Wainfleet congregation in 1958.
Besides her husband, she is survived by
one daughter, Mrs. Lois Elliot, Wainfleet. Two
grandchildren, one brother and three sisters
also survive.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church by Pastor Edward Gilmore, assisted by Rev. William
Charlton. Interment was in tire Bertie Cemetery.
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MCC (Ontario) Forges Ahead
In Peace, Relief, and Service
The fourth annual meeting of MCC (Ontario), held in the Niagara United Mennonite
Church, Niagara-on-the-lake, Ontario, November 18, set its goal for cash contributions during the coming year at $150,000. This is an
increase of $18,000 over the direct cash receipts in 1967.
Additionally, the organization anticipates receiving a sizable contribution from the Ontario Mennonite relief sale, which in its first
attempt last year brought in over $31,000.
Most of the contributed funds are used for
the MCC's international relief and service program. The provincial MCC, however, also administers a forward-looking program of its
own.
Craigwood, for example, provides a home for
30 boys at Ailsa Craig. It and the related
group home for boys at London have an an• nual operating budget of $245,000. The Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches of the
province are covering the institution's capital
debt, which during the past year was reduced
from $56,500 to $46,000.
Other activities of the day included:
A report by the peace and social concerns
committee, including a report of the September peace retreat for youth.
Approval of an executive committee recommendation that a rehabilitation center for
released prisoners be studied.
Peace oratorical contest, junior and senior
divisions.
A report from relief and immigration section, indicating participation in emergency
programs for India, Vietnam and Jordan; and
a special shipment of heifers to the Dominican Republic.
A report that Kitchener material aid center
received 80,163 pounds of relief goods from
Ontario, and sales of needlework and craft
items totaled $7,288.
Among those making special presentations
to the meeting were Bishop-emeritus E. J.
Swalm.
Japanese Orphan Boy Wins
International Art Contest
A colorful paper collage of the Matsumoto
Castle is the grand prize winner of the first
annual International Children's Art Talent
Contest sponsored by World Vision. A parentless, 15-year-old Japanese boy, Eikichi Sakurai,
is the artist. Judges selected his sparkling
work as the best among more than 1,000 entries
from 17 nations.
World Vision, headed by Dr. Bob Pierce,
conducted the contest as part of its effort to
develop the total child and encourage development of any special talents he may have.
Sixty-seven final entries were selected and
exhibited at the Rotunda of Los Angeles City
Hall, where final judging was done by a panel
of eight.
57,350 Hear Ford's
Messages in Harrisburg
The Leighton Ford Central Pennsylvania
Crusade drew to a close in Harrisburg, Pa., November 19, with a crowd of 5,300 in the
State Farm Show Arena.
During the two-week Crusade, the meetings
of which were held inside the Zembo Mosque
and the Farm Show Arena, Leighton Ford, associate of world-famous
evangelist
Billy
Graham, preached to a total audience of
57,350. Over 850 persons came forward during the Crusade as a sign of a commitment
made to Christ.
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Berkeley President Notes
Service of Non-Hippies
President Clark Kerr of the University of
California at Berkeley, deploring the attention focussed on a small minority of student
protesters and Bohemian types, has reported
results of a survey showing "the tremendous
contributions of students in direct assistance
to the poor." Last summer, he said, 8,000 students, or nearly 10 per cent, undertook the
following projects: tutored Negro children in
West Oakland; were volunteer teachers in
Watts; ran a camp in the San Bernardino mountains for disadvantaged children; held classes
in San Quentin prison; and conducted summer schools for children of migratory workers
in the San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys.
Abolition of Death Penalty
Asked by Prime Minister
Canadian Prime Minister Lester Pearson
drew both applause and bitter protests in the
House of Commons when he said the only
justification for the death penalty is revenge.
"I do not believe that such mental barbarity
—and that is not too strong an expressionshould have any place in the Canadian system
of justice," he said.
A last-ditch fight by supporters of the death
penalty forced the House to postpone a vote
on the government bill to limit capital punishment. However, most observers feel it will
be approved in principle.
Seminar Explores Biblical Teaching
On Christian Peace Witness.
Evangelicals who have held traditionally
to the position of total non-resistance met in
a three-day seminar to examine the biblical
teaching on the Christian peace witness.
At issue is the question as to whether the
Bible requires complete non-resistance on the
part of believers, or allows for times when
a Christian may or must take part in warfare.
The seminar was jointly sponsored in Harrisonburg, Va., Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 1967 by
Eastern Mennonite College and the Mennonite
Central Committee Peace Section. Evangelist
Myron Augsburger guided the discussion on
seven themes. Fifteen church leaders from
Mennonite Central Committee
constituent
groups met with the same number from other
evangelical associations in all parts of the
United States.
Among the discussion topics were: "What
is the Christian Attitude Toward Those Who
Are Considered Enemies?"; "Is Warfare a
Denial of the World-Wide Nature of the
Church?"; "Pacifism and Biblical Non-resistance"; "Missionary Perspective—The Effect of
W a r on Preaching the Gospel"; "Church-State
Relationships — The Problem of Nationa.i-m";
"Responsible Christian Citizenship; "Christian
Responsibility—National and International."
The concern of the Rev. Mr. Augsburger,
according to his associate, Eugene A. Witmer,

is that "there must b e a disassociation from
the humanist-pacifist position." H e feels, Witmer said, "that there can be a great deal of
profit from more dialogue with other evangelicals."
1,000 Leaders Expected at 26th
N 4 E Convention in Philadelphia
Featured speakers have been announced for
the 26th convention of the National Association of Evangelicals, April 23-25, 1968 in
Philadelphia, Pa.
Under the theme, "The Witnessing Church
in a Secular World," such speakers as Senator
M.ark O. Hatfield; Dr. Myron S. Augsburger,
president of Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Va.; and Dr. Joel H. Nederhood,
radio minister for the Christian Reformed
Church and speaker for The Back to God
Hour radio broadcast are featured for evening sessions.
Major sessions of the commissions and affiliated organizations of the National Association of Evangelicals will bring more than
1,000 Christian leaders from across the nation for significant discussion and action.
Joint Bible Translation Efforts
Traced to Meeting in 1964
An unpublicized and unofficial consultation
of Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible
translators, held in Cretberard, Switzerland
in November, 1964, may have paved the way
for a new era in joint Bible translation efforts
throughout the world, it was revealed here.
Dr. Eugene A. Nida, executive secretary for
translations of the American Bible Society
(ABS), mentioned the meeting in the course
of a report to the ABS' Advisory Council. H e
said that a document covering the basic
principles of Bible translating, which was
agreed on at the meeting, is now under study
at the Vatican and that there is "every prospect" of approval. Dr. Nida described the
document as a "working agreement" and said
it would not be officially released when and
if it is approved.
Basically, he said, it is the "same type of
document" regarding translations under which
the world-wide Bible societies have been
operating for decades.
Dr. Nida stressed several times that so far
as the Bible Society is concerned, cooperation
with the Catholic Church is in the interest
of evangelism, not ecumenicity.
"Too Late" to Avoid Famine,
Says Stanford Biologist
The time of famine is upon us, according
to a Stanford University biologist, Paul Ehrlich,
and it is already too late for the world to
avoid the plight which will be most disastrous by 1975.
World food supplies will have to be tripled
to feed the six or seven billion people expected by 2000 A.D. "That may be possible
theoretically but it is clear that it is totally
impossible in practice," he said.

